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School Leadership Message – Glenn Butler, Christian Holdsworth, Bianca Gatherum and Anne Ng 

Welcome 

It has been great to see that everyone has returned to Mount View for the start of Term 2 with great vigour 
and enthusiasm. The weather during the break ensured that all children and their families were able to make 
the most of the outdoors. The energy of the school has been apparent throughout this first week and it has 
been a pleasure to be able to welcome quite a number of news students and their families to the Mount View 
community. The enrolment of the school now sits at 1,100 students. 

Assemblies next week: 

The school community is welcome to join our special assemblies next week: 

ANZAC Service, Monday 23rd April 11:10am – Inside (PE Centre)  

The Mount View School Captains alongside Waverley RSL members Mr Syd Sault, 
Mr Owen Carlton and Mr Rob Cousins will be conducting a formal ANZAC Service. 
We welcome both our community and the extended Monash – Waverley 
community to join us in acknowledging the servicemen and women of all nations. 

ISSE, Thursday 26th April 9:00am – Outside (Shelter) 

Next week we welcome the ISSE delegation from El Salvador. We look forward 
to making all of the visitors welcome in our school, our homes and in our 
community. A very big thank you to Adam Foster and Kate Baxter for all of their 
work in organising this program. Thank you to the Mount View host families who 
will be welcoming our visitors into their homes and also the staff members 
Joanna Meehan and Alicia Guild who will hosting the chaperones from El 
Salvador. We can be certain that the extensive school-based activity and 
excursion program will be enjoyed by our visitors and our community. 

Decking - Stage 

A very big thank you to our Groundsman, Tony Lee for his 
fantastic work in constructing the new outdoor stage which 
is attached to portable classrooms in the undercover 
assembly area. Over the two week school break Tony 
worked with a team of volunteer secondary school 
students to construct the frame and begin laying the deck. 
The continued work towards completion currently 
underway is generating quite a lot of interest amongst 
children of all ages.  

This new school feature will be of enduring benefit for performances, community events and school 
assemblies as well as providing a very useful outdoor learning space for students.  

Garden 

As the students and their families arrived at school on the first day of term they were impressed with the 
smart and orderly presentation of the school gardens. This is due to the great work undertaken by Nigel de 
Kauwe over the holiday period. Nigel’s pride in the school is evident and this quality is then modelled, in turn, 
by the students. The trimming, mowing, hedging and mulching ensures that the school is always well 
presented. 

http://www.mountviewps.vic.edu.au/
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Staffing 

We take this opportunity to announce to the community that one of our Visual Art teachers, Sue Gadler, has 
been given leave to take up the Visual Arts position at St Leonard’s College in Brighton. Sue will be leaving 
Mount View on Friday, 27th of April take up this position for the remainder of the year. We thank Sue sincerely 
for her contribution to our school over a period of nine years and we wish her all the very best. Sue has kindly 
offered to continue to lead our Art Show in 2018. 

Integration Aide, Joanne Pezzimenti, will also being leaving Mount View on the 27th of April. Jo has been a 
valued member of our Education Support team and she has contributed energy and expertise, particularly in 
assisting the learning of students with visual impairments. Jo will be taking up a role in the management of 
her family business.  

We are pleased to announce the appointment of a new Year 3 classroom 
teacher in Oliver Johnson johnson.oliver.o@edumail.vic.gov.au . Oliver 
began working with his Year 3 class this week and he has quickly 
established a vibrant and nurturing classroom. Welcome also to 
Genevieve Price price.genevieve.g@edumail.vic.gov.au who will be 
working two days each week as a speech pathologist to support students 
in the Deaf Facility. 

Of special note is that Alison Rees will be returning to her role as Assistant Principal on Monday, 30th of April 
after an extended period of leave recovering from ankle surgery. We look forward to Alison resuming her 
contribution to education at Mount View. 

This week’s classroom visit. 

It was terrific to be involved in Year Three learning this week! 3SW engaged in a series of estimation lessons 
where students made connections and applied mathematical concepts, skills and processes in an inquiry into 
the comparative height (length) and width of their body.  

1. The class provocation began with the students making reasonable estimates of their own body; which 
was greater, their height (length) or width? 

2. Students then surveyed their class, tallying their estimations. Each student called upon ten classmates 
to describe their estimation mathematically using ‘Greater than’, ‘Less than’ and ‘Equal to’ as the 
parameters for their estimation. 

3. Small groups then measured themselves using their body as a stencil and recorded their 
measurements using both informal and formal units of measurement. 

4. Individually, in writing, students explained their thinking and the conclusions they reached prior to 
the class sharing their collective learning.  

Thank you for the visit 3SW! It was great to see the enjoyment you all had in your learning and the breadth 
in learning achievement in the task. 
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Professional Learning at Mount View. 

At Mount View we have a great culture of building the capacity of our staff. Throughout Term 1 and already 
this term we have had staff engage in their own learning via formal professional development, professional 
literature and peer coaching.  

At staff meetings it has been terrific to hear of the formal professional learning taking place with many staff 
members extending their knowledge and practice in the delivery of spelling (Pete Bowers) and writing (Deb 
Sukarna). A focal point for many staff has been building upon their own understandings of our philosophical 
ideology to personal wellbeing (Martin Seligman).  

The STEM Team has been sharing some great ideas with staff on the 
integration of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics into the 
classroom. On Tuesday evening there were some particularly eager and 
competitive staff members building a Bee-Bot bridge out of paper!  

Monash/Manningham Principals Network 

Between Wednesday, 2nd and Friday, 4th of May the Mount View Primary School Principal Class members 
including Glenn Butler, Alison Rees, Christian Holdsworth and Bianca Gatherum will be attending the 
Monash/Manningham Principals Network Conference at Lorne. The program is titled or called ‘Influential 
Leadership’ and provides the leaders of our school the opportunity to reflect on best school leadership 
practices and to identify pathways to continuous improvement in this vital aspect of school-based education. 
We look forward to sharing our understandings and learnings with teachers and education support staff upon 
our return.  Andrew Levey will be the Acting Principal during our absence. 

Taking Photos 

A reminder that the general photography of students on our school grounds is not permitted. Digital images 
of a student are considered “personal information” and therefore their use and disclosure are governed by 
the Information Privacy Act 2000 (Vic) (IP Act) and the Information Privacy Principles contained within it. A 
parent or guardian wishing to take photos of their child at school should consider the privacy of other 
students who are in the vicinity of the photo and seek permission from staff prior to taking photos on the 
school grounds. 
 

School Council  

School councils play a key role in Victorian government schools. The school council supports the principal to provide 
the best possible educational outcomes for students. Participating as a school council member or as a member of a 
committee is a rewarding and challenging experience. We welcome all members of our community to join committees 
or attend School Council meetings as guests.  

Next Meeting: Tuesday 15th April 7:00 pm (Sub-Committees) and 7:30pm (Council).  

This year’s committees: 

 Finance and Trading Operations 

 Education and Policy 

 Learning Environment – Encompassing facilities maintenance, improvements and resourcing (inclusive of ICT). 

School News 

ANZAC SERVICE – JSC Representatives – Friday 20 April 

This morning the Year 5 and 6 JSC Representatives were provided 
with the opportunity to attend the 87th ANZAC Commemoration 
Ceremony held at the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne. It was 
a very touching service where each student experienced the 
centenary of ANZAC and the sacrifices made by men and women 
who have served our country.  Our JSC captains laid a wreath as a 
tribute to our service men and women.  After this special Legacy 
service we were invited inside the Shrine of Remembrance to view 
the Shrine Crypt and Galleries of Remembrance. 

http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubStatbook.nsf/f932b66241ecf1b7ca256e92000e23be/4BE13AE4A4C3973ECA256E5B00213F50/$FILE/00-098a.pdf
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House Cross Country 

The school community is invited to attend Monday’s House Cross Country on Monday. All students will be 
attending and participating. 

Time Organisation 

9.30am  EVENT 1             Prep Fun Run     (Separate Boys and Girls race) 

 EVENT 2             Year 1 Fun Run  (Separate Boys and Girls race) 

 EVENT 3             Year 2 Fun Run   (Separate Boys and Girls race) 

12pm Year 3-6 move to oval  

12.10pm House Songs led by House Captains 

 EVENT 5             Year 3 GIRLS 

 EVENT 6             Year 3 BOYS 

 EVENT 4             9/10 yr old GIRLS (+ invitational Year 3s)  

 EVENT 5             9/10 yr old BOYS (+ invitational Year 3s) 

 EVENT 6             11 year old GIRLS 

 EVENT 4             11 year old BOYS  

 EVENT 5             12/13year old GIRLS 

 EVENT 6             12/13year old BOYS 

 

Camp Reflections 

 

Year 5 Phillip Island Adventure Resort Review, Akeira 5BL 

On the 13th of March, the grade 5s went on a trip to Phillip Island. At Phillip 
Island, we stayed at the Phillip Island Adventure Resort. The resort was very 
big and while the Grade 5s from Mount View Primary School stayed at the 
resort, there were other people staying in the other areas of the camp. In 
the area of the camp Mount View Primary School stayed in, there were 25 
cabins, 2 suites and 1 cabin with less beds. There were a variety of activities 
to suit all different interests. 

The activities included calm activities and adrenaline-rushing activities. For 
those seeking heart-pumping activities, there were options to go on the 
giant swing, the twin flying fox or the crate climb. For a more calm approach 
there was canoeing and ponding. If you wanted an activity that was hands 
on and involved lots of teamwork, there was team rescue and raft making. 
Crate climb also included group work as you relied on your team to keep you 
safe. Activities that could get you dirty were canoeing and raft making. 

My stay at camp was very pleasant and I would give the camp 8 out of 10 in 
the overall quality of the camp. The food was very satisfactory. They catered 
for different types of dietary requirements. The food for people with dietary 
requirements was not just the original meal minus the item of food that the 
person was unable to eat. Instead there was a different alternative.  
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This meant the people with dietary requirements got good food like everyone else. The dining room was quite 
big. There was a food station where you got served your food and where the cooks cooked, and another room 
attached for purposes like movie night, the disco and for hanging out. Through the door on the opposite side 
to the room, there were the toilets and some other rooms that grade 5s weren’t allowed to enter.  

On the negative side, I thought that the rooms/cabins were a bit too small for me. The reason I say this is 
because, with the sizing of the cabin and the number of beds there were, the cabins were crowded and there 
was barely any room to put the suitcases. There was also not much space to walk and to get out of bed with 
the cramped area. I also wished that there were more toilets. At camp there were quite a lot of toilets but I 
think that there should be more toilets near the activities otherwise people who need to go to the lavatory 
had to go a long way to get to the nearest toilet. I also think that the camp would have been even better if 
there were signs. I know this might sound petty but I think things would be much better if there were signs 
in the dining area. This is because many people were getting confused about how to get back to the dining 
room after they got out of the toilets. This resulted in people having to wait until another person opened the 
door to the dining room from the other side of the door. Last of all, I wish the shower had a better door. At 
the “Phillip Island Adventure Resort”, there were two different shower doors. One is like a flexible plastic that 
felt slightly rubbery. The flexible plastic is opaque but it allows water to get out of the shower. This makes a 
mess on the floor and makes the bathroom unsafe with the super slippery floor. The other type of door is 
very hard to close. This door is like a normal door. It was nearly transparent and it was solid. The door was 
hard to close because there was no handle on the door. Because you couldn’t close the door, the water could 
get out in massive amounts. This is a very dangerous thing because people could easily slip and because the 
area is very small, it is likely you will hit your head on something hard. 

I very much enjoyed my stay at the Phillip Island Adventure Resort and think that the place is quite nice. I 
hope that many other kids will be able to have the same fun I did and that they get to experience things they 
have never done before.      

   

 

Year 6 Camp, Daniel C 

In February the Year 6 students went to The Summit in Trafalgar for camp. They had a 
great time, and everyone agreed that it was an enjoyable experience. A highlight for a 
lot of the students was the Monster Course, a team activity designed to improve 
teamwork and strengthen friendships. The course also strengthened resilience, as well 
as physical abilities. A lot of the students, at first, were reluctant to get dirty, but with 
the smiles on other’s faces, and the encouragement of their teammates, they all went 
in the mud and had lots of fun. 
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Some of the other activities the students hadn’t experienced before included The Cave, a dark tunnel where 
they ventured, regardless of their fears and The Summit Window, a balancing platform 
at the top of a 20-metre tower, which almost all the students tried, despite being 
extremely nervous. Along with the High Wire, which pushed their limits, as, many found 
walking on a rope 10 meters above the ground challenging. Everyone tried this activity 
and were excited to tell their family about their experience.  

On the Giant Swing, a structure supported by 25 metre poles, students were faced with 
swinging from the largest swing in Victoria. The Giant Swing, however, was not a 
stranger to these brave students, as they had cherished facing the swing two years 
before. Although the size had grown, so had the nerve of these students, and all were 
excited to go from the very top, swinging 50 metres (left and right). They also re-
experienced the Flying Fox, however, unlike the previous years, when they had crossed 
valleys, cliffs and towers, this time they crossed the lake, a pool of water right in the 
middle of the camp. 

Snakes and Ladders provided an opportunity that not many had done before and they 
were sceptical. They held Monty, a Python, and walked on nails. The nails stung their feet and the snake 
slipped through their hands. All of the students agreed that this was a unique experience and were not 
hesitant to inform their family of what they did. Laser Skirmish was a fun experience, where teams divided 
and worked together to defeat the other team. This mini-game taught students of the importance of 
strategising and working as a team. 

This camp was, arguably, one of the most unique experiences. Students were tasked with challenges and 
responsibilities like no other, and I’m sure most of the teachers would agree that the students were most 
well behaved during their stay. The staff were very helpful and kind. Thank you to all the staff, teachers and 
helpers who made this great experience possible.     
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ICAS – Bianca Gatherum, Anne Ng and Joanna Meehan 

2018 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS)  

Thank you to the Years 3-6 families who have already lodged their interest in the ICAS 
competitions scheduled for Term 2 and Term 3. The due date for most of the competitions 
was 29th March as listed below. 

If your child is involved, please ensure that you don’t make medical or dental 
appointments on these mornings.  

ICAS Competition ICAS Competition Date 

Digital Technologies  Tuesday  May 8th    

Science Tuesday May 29th   

Spelling Wednesday June 13th    

Writing Thursday June 14th 

English Tuesday July 31st   

Mathematics Tuesday August 14th 

 

   Information about ICAS can be found on the following website. www.eaa.unsw.edu.au 

 

 

ICT News – ICT Leader Erwin Dumenden 

School Website 

Our school website has been remodelled! We welcome you to visit and explore the site. Over the coming months we 
will be adding depth to the school information on the site. 

 

Come and Visit  

Prep ‘Investigation Time with Mum’ 
This year the prep team will hold an ‘Investigation Time with Mum’ event to celebrate Mother’s Day. It will 
be Friday 11th May 2.15 – 3.15 in the prep building. Prep mothers/grandmothers are invited to come along 
and participate in Investigation Time with their child. 
 
The prep team is excited to share and celebrate Investigation Time with the community. Information will be 
shared in the coming week. Please see you child’s Prep teacher if you have any questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/
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NAPLAN – Year 3 and Year 5 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 

tests will be conducted from Tuesday 15 May to Thursday 17 May for all 

Year 3 & 5 students across Australia. These tests are to assess students’ 

literacy and numeracy skills in comparison with all other students at the 

same year level in Australia. The results of the NAPLAN are used by the 

school as one of the many sources of information about your child’s 

progress. 

The timetable for the NAPLAN tests is as follows: 

Tuesday 15 May 

Language Conventions Test  

Writing Test 

Session 1 

Session 3 

Wednesday 16 May Reading Test Session 1 

Thursday 17 May 
Numeracy Tests (calculator and 

non-calculator) 
Session 1 

Important notes about NAPLAN for parents: 

o Please ensure that your son or daughter arrives at school by 8:50am, 

as the testing will begin at 9am. Please do not arrange any dental 

or other appointments for these mornings. 

o If your daughter or son is absent on that day, please log onto 

Compass as per normal.  Catch-up testing due to illness can up until 

the morning of Friday 18 May. 

o There is no need for students to undertake additional preparation 

outside of school for these tests. 

You will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report via the school in Term 

3. This report will describe your child’s particular skills in reading, writing, 

language conventions and numeracy. This report will also show you how 

your child performed in relation to national minimum standards. These 

benchmarks describe minimum acceptable standards for students across 

Australia. 

For more information, please visit the VCAA website at 

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAPLAN website at www.naplan.edu.au 

If you require further information or clarification of any of the above 

arrangements, please feel welcome to contact Bianca Gatherum  
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The Department of Education and Training (DET) or Mount View Primary School does not 
endorse the products or services of any private advertiser.  

No responsibility is accepted by the DET or Mount View Primary School Council for 
accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

 


